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Church’s Perspective: Rebellion Against King John and the Magna Carta
Q# Cognitive Level

Question

Expected Student Response / Teacher Answer

1

2

Recall (Low)

Recall

Comprehension

Analysis

Synthesis

Evaluation
(High)

Who was King John, and when did he reign?

What was King John's relationship like with
the Church?

Why did the Church support the rebellion
against King John?

How did the Church influence the terms
included in the Magna Carta?

If the Church had not supported the
barons’ rebellion, how might the Magna
Carta have been different?

Do you think the Church’s involvement in
the Magna Carta helped or harmed its
long-term role in English politics? Explain.

King John was the King of England from 1199 to 1216.

King John had a tense relationship with the Church. He clashed with the
Pope over the appointment of the Archbishop of Canterbury, which led to
his excommunication.

The Church supported the rebellion because King John had defied papal
authority and mistreated Church leaders, causing fear that he would
weaken the Church’s influence and independence.

The Church influenced clauses that protected its rights, such as Clause 1,
which guaranteed the freedom of the English Church and its right to elect its
own leaders without royal interference.

Without Church support, the barons would have had less moral and
political power, possibly resulting in a Magna Carta with fewer protections
for religious freedoms or one that may not have been signed at all.

Answers will vary but should include reasoning. Example: It helped because
it secured the Church’s rights in law and reinforced its influence. However,
others might argue it tied the Church too closely to political disputes.
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