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We Want Information
COERCION AND THE DEMAND FOR INFORMATION

Contemporary platforms obtain information through ordinary participation.

Displayed clip:

( )

The 3:02 opening titles of The Prisoner (1967)

The Prisoner (1967), 2024
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0a1_v-BJ-Wc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0a1_v-BJ-Wc


People Construct Social Spaces
NETWORKED PUBLICS AS TECHNOLOGY AND SHARED PRACTICE

( )

Physical publics include parks, malls and sporting events.

Hybrid publics combine co-present activity with networked communication.

Online publics range from small forums to transnational movements.

A networked public is both a technological space and an imagined

community.

Publics provide a space and a community for people to gather, connect, and help construct society as

we understand it.

boyd, 2014, p. 9
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Four Affordances Shape
Participation
WHAT CAN BE REMEMBERED, SEEN, SHARED, AND FOUND

Affordances connect a space’s design with people’s practices and

expectations.

Persistence concerns how long content can remain available.

Visibility concerns who can encounter the content.

Spreadability concerns how easily content can be copied and shared.

Searchability concerns how easily content can be found.

Affordances shape possibilities without determining behaviour.
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Kidlink as a Networked Public
FROM A SHORT EXPERIMENT TO A GLOBAL DIALOGUE

Kidlink began as a fourteen-day online project connecting 260

children in three countries ( ).

The next annual project connected about 2,600 children in 31

countries ( ).

Successive annual projects turned a temporary event into an

ongoing global dialogue.

Separate forums supported conversation, self-description and

collective action.

Internet Relay Chat provided live text conversation in named

channels.

In 1995, children used Kidlink to speak with Zlata Filipović, a Bosnian

teenager known for her wartime diary.

From the :

( )

Mizell et al., 1992, p. 5

Mizell et al., 1992, p. 6

raw Kidlink IRC log

[Zlata] To everyone: is Bosnia still on TV? Are

people still talking about Sarajevo?

[JodyGee] Zlata: there is a lot of talk about

Bosnia lately

[A-Kim] Zlata: Sarajevo was on the front page

a few days ago in Toledo, Ohio, USA

KIDLINK, 1995
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https://web.archive.org/web/20001117135000/http://www.kidlink.org:80/resources/irczlata.html


Kidlink Changed Its Affordances
DURATION, ACCESS, DISTRIBUTION, AND SEARCH

Persistence: stored messages and annual projects outlasted individual

exchanges.

Visibility: child and adult forums created different audiences.

Spreadability: mailing lists, newsletters and printouts moved contributions

into other settings.

Searchability: children’s introductions became a searchable database.

Kidlink’s organisers closed a peace forum while the technology still worked.

Changing an affordance changed what the public could become.
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Why This Matters
FROM TECHNICAL FEATURE TO SOCIAL CONSEQUENCE

Persistence helped Kidlink outlast its first experiment.

Access rules shaped who could speak, observe and organise.

Distribution and search brought children’s contributions to later audiences.

A feature matters when it changes participation and its consequences.
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One Act Becomes Many Things
RELATIONSHIP, RECORD, ARCHIVE, PROFILE, CORPUS

Kerstin Anér, quoted in ( )

A social act can remain meaningful participation while also becoming usable

data.

A platform can use recorded activity to define audiences or license data

access.

An archive can preserve the record after the original event.

Researchers, advertisers and model developers can use traces differently.

A data shadow preserves some features and leaves others out.

Every single person will be closely followed all his life by his own data shadow where everything he has ever done, learnt, bought,

achieved, or failed to achieve is expressed in binary numbers for eternity. His shadow will often be taken for himself and we will have

to pay for all the inaccuracies as if they were his own; he will never know who is looking at [his] shadow or why.

Bellovin, 2021
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Persistence Without Searchability
URL-BASED ACCESS AND MODEL-ASSISTED DISCOVERY

Archive.org kept Kidlink pages long after the live site changed.

The pages survived, but the archive did not make their text searchable.

Nearly 300,000 Kidlink text records are too many to browse.

Later research made different parts of the archive visible.

A model created another partial way into the archive.

This was AI-assisted classification, not chatting or model training.
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The Same Record Serves Different
Actors
DISTRIBUTING BENEFIT, COST, RISK, AND CONTROL

Participants used Kidlink to build international relationships and act together.

Kidlink stored contributions so the public could continue across later

projects.

Archivists and researchers gained records that preserve history and support

new knowledge.

The people recorded could not control every later audience or use.

Opportunities and risks differ by stakeholder.

10



Social Steganography
VISIBLE CONTENT AND UNEQUAL ACCESS TO MEANING

( )

Social steganography uses shared context to hide meaning in content visible

to several audiences.

“The Iranian yogurt is not the issue here” became Reddit shorthand for

fixating on a detail while missing the larger issue.

Reddit can record, search and monetise activity without sharing the

community’s interpretation.

hiding messages in plain sight by leveraging shared knowledge and cues embedded in particular social

contexts

boyd, 2014, p. 65
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Advertising Changed Online
FROM PAGE CONTEXT TO INFERRED AUDIENCES

Contextual advertising matches an advertisement to page content. Audience

targeting matches it to people grouped by earlier activity.

Persistence: Reddit can use recent subscriptions and visits to define an

audience.

Visibility: public posts, comments, usernames and profiles are widely

accessible.

Spreadability: reposting moves eligible content between communities.

Searchability: users find content, while advertisers work from classified

audiences.
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I Didn’t Set a Cookie
A PARTIAL PROFILE FROM BROWSER-EXPOSED SIGNALS

Rejecting cookies blocks one way of recognising a browser.

Some signals can be arranged into the form of an advertising bid request.

Platforms, data providers and advertisers can use partial profiles to define an

audience and price access to it.

Displayed demonstration:

( )

Kuber Studio’s “I didn’t set a cookie” page

Mehta, 2026
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https://kuber.studio/cookie/


Why This Matters
FROM ADDRESSABLE AUDIENCE TO LICENSABLE CORPUS

Reddit participation and browser signals can become usable data.

Advertisers and platforms act through partial representations of audiences.

A partial profile omits participants’ meanings but still shapes what happens

to them.

Platforms can commercialise access to audiences and to accumulated

conversation.
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Some Participation Becomes
Training Material
REDDIT, DATA LICENSING, AND “AUTHENTIC” CONVERSATION

Communities created Reddit’s public conversations through years of

participation.

Public pages and Reddit’s earlier data-access service made much of that

conversation collectable.

Reddit now controls structured access and charges for broader commercial

use.

“Authentic human conversation” is a corporate sales claim.
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Corpora Are Constructed
COMMON CRAWL AND LICENSED PLATFORM ACCESS

A training corpus is assembled from selected sources.

Common Crawl stores dated captures from part of the public web.

A licensed platform API can provide structured and current access.

Every collection route includes some material and omits other material.
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Training Changes Model Parameters
STATISTICAL PATTERNS ACROSS MANY EXAMPLES

One selected contribution enters a corpus alongside many others.

Training repeatedly asks a model to predict the next piece of text.

Prediction errors adjust numerical settings called parameters.

Repeated updates encode aggregate statistical patterns.

17



Training Is Not Chatting
UPDATING PARAMETERS VERSUS GENERATING RESPONSES

Training changes parameters. Chatting generates responses with existing

parameters.

A conversation supplies temporary context.

A provider can store chats or memories without changing the base model

during the conversation.

Telling a chatbot something does not ordinarily teach the base model for

future users.
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Why This Matters
FROM SUPPORTED CLAIM TO DEFENSIBLE RESPONSE

Reddit now controls current structured access, while earlier external

datasets remain outside that route.

Evidence supports only the process or change that a source documents.

A defensible response names an actor with control and the consequence

their action should change.
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When Models Train on Generated
Data
COLLAPSE, CURATION, AND THE MYTH OF PURITY

Generated material can return to online platforms and later training corpora.

Repeated replacement with generated material can amplify errors and

remove uncommon patterns.

Synthetic data can help when they are selected, mixed and tested.

The evidence does not support a simple human-good, synthetic-bad rule.
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Is the Internet Dead?
BOT TRAFFIC, GENERATED CONTENT, AND HUMAN PRESENCE

Dead Internet Theory claims that apparent online social life is increasingly

synthetic.

A platform can present people, bots and generated propaganda through the

same interface.

Traffic estimates do not count people or publics.

Evidence of automation does not establish that a public is synthetic.
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What Changes the Relationship?
SYMBOLIC, TECHNICAL, INSTITUTIONAL, AND MARKET RESPONSES

A “NO AI TRAINING” notice expresses refusal and signals affiliation.

A community norm does not itself change access, rules or authority.

Communities can alter collected data, restrict access, seek legal force, leave

or fund alternatives.

A response can be judged by what it changes, for whom and at whose cost.

A contemporary “NO AI TRAINING” notice

Private Discord correspondence, reproduced with permission (personal
communication, 13 August 2026)

A Roman curse tablet

( )

Tablet photograph by -JvL-, CC BY 2.0 ( )

A contemporary notice prohibiting use of a publication for AI training A metal Roman curse tablet complaining about the theft of Vilbia

May he who has stolen VILBIA from me become as liquid as water …

Roman Inscriptions of Britain, n.d.

-JvL-, 2022
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Books Become Data
TEXT PRESERVED, PHYSICAL COPIES DESTROYED

In Rainbows End, a library preserves the text by destroying the books.

404 Media used an AirTag to follow a book to an Amazon facility that scans

books for AI training.

The report does not show what happened to the tagged book.

404 Media, “We Tracked a Shipment of Rare Books,” 17 August 2026
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https://www.404media.co/we-tracked-a-shipment-of-rare-books-it-ended-at-an-amazon-ai-training-facility/


What Does “Rare” Mean?
A HEADLINE WITHOUT THE TITLES

404 Media calls the tracked shipment “rare books” but does not name them.

Earlier bulk orders included The Insider’s Guide to Metro Denver (1995) and

How to Use Corel WordPerfect (1991).

Becker called books like these dead inventory and “not necessarily rare.”

Rarity depends on importance and demand, not scarcity alone.

The headline can circulate while the books needed to assess it remain

unidentified.

 ·  · 404 Media, 17 August 2026 Charlie Becker, 10 May 2026 RBMS, “Your Old Books”
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https://www.404media.co/we-tracked-a-shipment-of-rare-books-it-ended-at-an-amazon-ai-training-facility/
https://charliebecker.substack.com/p/is-an-ai-company-buying-up-all-the
https://rbms.info/publications/your_old_books_revision/


What If Someone Brings a Very Big
Cheque?
OUR ASSESSMENTS ARE DATA

University systems accumulate assignments, drafts, feedback and forum

posts.

These records show how people learn, not only what they submit.

Weller imagines companies selling access to this corpus for AI training.

What happens when someone arrives with a very big cheque for all of it?

Martin Weller, “Slop Will Eat Itself (then us),” 17 August 2026
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https://blog.edtechie.net/ai/slop-will-eat-itself-then-us/
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AI-use disclosure
Claude (Anthropic) and Codex (OpenAI) produced about 4.3 million output

tokens between 11 and 18 August.

About 2.7 million tokens came from main threads and 1.6 million from

subagents.

The tools supported source research, planning, drafting, production and

verification.

Brian selected the argument, sources and teaching form.
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